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	I. Cloze（每小题1分，共30分）

Directions: Fill in the blanks with proper words (The first letter is given).

    At the age of twelve years, the human body is at its most vigorous. It has yet to reach its full size and strength, and its owner his or her (1) f______ intelligence; but at this age the likelihood of death is (2) l______. Earlier, we were infants and young children, and consequently (3) m______ vulnerable; later, we shall undergo a progressive (4) l______ of our vigour and resistance which, though imperceptible at first, will finally become so steep (5) t______ we can live no longer, however well we look after ourselves, and however (6) w______ society, and our doctors, (7) l______ after us. This decline in vigour with the passing of time is called ageing. It is one of the (8) m______ unpleasant discoveries which we all make that we must decline in this way, that if we escape wars, accidents and disease we shall eventually ‘(9) d_____ of old age’, and that this happens at a rate which differs little (10) f______ person to person, so that there are heavy odds in favour of our (11) d______ between the ages of sixty-five and eighty. Some of us will die sooner, a few will live longer -- on into a ninth or tenth decade. But the chances are against it, and there is a virtual limit on how (12) l______ we can hope to remain (13) a______, however lucky and robust we are.

     Normal people tend (14) t_____ forget this process unless and until they are reminded (15) o____ it. We are so familiar (16) w______ the fact that man ages, that people have for years assumed that the process of losing vigour with (17) t______, of becoming more likely to die the (18) o______ we get, was something self-evident, like the cooling of a (19) h______ kettle or the wearing-out of a (20) p______ of shoes. They have also assumed that all animals, and probably other organisms such as  trees, or even the universe itself, must in the nature of things ‘wear (21) o_____’. Most animals we commonly observe do in fact age as we (22) d____, if given the chance to live long enough; and mechanical systems like a wound watch, or the sun, do in fact run (23) o______ of energy in accordance (24) w______ the second law of thermodynamics (whether the whole universe does so is a moot point at present). But these are not analogous (25) t_____ what happens when man ages. A run-down watch is still a watch and can be rewound. An old (26) w______, by contrast, becomes (27) s_____ worn and unreliable that it eventually is not worth mending. But a watch could never repair itself -- it does not consist of living parts, only of metal, which wears away by friction. We could, at one time, (28) r______ ourselves --well enough, at least, to overcome all but the most instantly fatal (29) i______ and accidents. Between twelve and eighty years we gradually (30) l______ this power; an illness which at 12 would knock us over, at 80 can knock us out, and into our grave. If we could stay as vigorous as we are at twelve, it would take about 700 years for half of us to die, and another 700 for the survivors to be reduced by half again.

II. Reading Comprehension (每小题2分，共60分)

Directions: There are 6 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C), and D). You should decide on the best choice and write the corresponding letter on the answer sheet.
Questions 1 to 5 are based on the following passage:
Did you know that you could have an exciting career in law without becoming a lawyer? A paralegal, or legal assistant, does many of the things a lawyer does. A paralegal, however, cannot give legal advice, appear in court, or set fees. The duties of a paralegal include drafting, or preparing, legal documents, interviewing clients, and doing research. Most paralegals specialize in one kind of law, such as real estate or litigation, the actual conduct of a lawsuit. However, criminal law may be the most fascinating area of all.
Although law firms hire most paralegals, job opportunities are available in other fields. Corporations, banks, and insurance companies employ paralegals. In the public sector, legal-aid offices, the government, and the courts make use of paralegals. Jobs for legal assistants are also opening up in hospital and school administration and in legal publishing.
There continues to be a sharp rise in the number of paralegals. From 1992 to 2005, according to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, the number of paralegals increased more than 85 percent, from 95,000 to about 175,000 professionals. Although some paralegals who are now employed have had no special training, the competition for jobs will increase. Those people with formal paralegal training will have better chances of being hired in the future.
Hundreds of institutions in the United States offer formal paralegal training. Three main kinds of training programs exist. Junior colleges, as well as four-year universities and colleges, offer two-year programs. In addition to law-related and legal specialty courses, studies include general education. A few four-year colleges and universities have programs with a major or minor in legal assistant studies. Some universities, colleges, business schools, and special paralegal training schools also offer training programs.
Some of these programs require applicants to have finished at least one and one-half years of college. Other programs accept only college graduates with high grades. Classes may be given full time during the day or part time in the evening. The length of these programs is therefore anywhere from three months to two years. Students study either general law with some training in one or two specialty areas, or they specialize in one kind of law. The best training programs include internships so that students get on-the-job training. 

1. A paralegal can do all of the following jobs EXCEPT_____.
A. giving legal advice        B. preparing legal documents
C. interviewing clients.         D. doing research.
2. Which of the following is NOT mentioned by the author as the field that paralegals specialize in?
   A. Law of real estate.          B. Drafting legal documents.

   C. Criminal law.              D. Conducting a lawsuit.
3. Which of the following offers paralegal training programs?
   A. School administration.       B. Insurance companies.
   C. Colleges and universities.     D. Law corporations.
4. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
   A. The number of paralegals increased 80,000 from 1992 to 2005.
   B. Banks, insurance companies, hospital and school administration all need paralegals.
   C. The shortest time for paralegal training is three months.
   D. Companies prefer paralegals who special in one kind of law. 
5. What attitude does the author take toward the job of being a paralegal?
   A. Thrilled.     B. Neutral.     C. Upset     D. Concerned. 
Questions 6 to 10 are based on the following passage:
Freezing cold, exhausted, soaked through, with massive waves crashing down on me, I was struggling to right my capsized catamaran. Using all my strength to heave the water-laden sail upright, I glimpsed something orange moving towards me through the frothing surf. It was the RNLI lifeboat, coming to rescue me.
I had been teaching myself to sail a catamaran ever since a motorbike accident 10 years ago stopped my surfing. I had set my goal of sailing the Cribbar --- a wave off Newquay in Cornwall that can reach 30ft in height, earning it the nickname the Widow Maker. It occurs just once or twice a year, and is usually tackled by only the bravest and most skilled surfers, but I decided that I could ride it on my catamaran, Mischief. I would be the first person to do so.
I began by practicing on Neyquay’s normal waves. It was a steep leaning curve --- I had a few sailing lessons but mostly picked it up as I went along.
It’s incredibly hard tackling waves travelling at 40mph, often in dreadful conditions. People began to think I was mad, but I ignored them. Every time I launched my boat, I would be terrified but I wouldn’t turn back for anything --- life is about facing your fears and testing your limits. There were moments when I’d think, “This is it” after I’d been hit by a 30mph squall, but I learned to stay calm. The moment passes soon enough.
In the early days I had to call the coastguards twice for help. I was very grateful when the lifeboat arrived and appreciated the service it provided.
But my relationship with them changed soon after that. Once I had got the hang of righting the boat, I was fine. It took a while, though --- around 20 minutes --- and each time I capsized, well-meaning people on the beach would phone 999, thinking that I was in mortal danger. I wasn’t --- I was having a whale of a time --- but once the coastguards had been called, they had a duty to come out to help me, however unwanted that help was.
They’d arrive and I would explain that everything was OK but, since they were here, I wouldn’t mind a hand because the sail was heavy. Afterwards they expected me to limp back into the harbor after them --- to do the “sail of shame” --- but I didn’t see the need, and I didn’t feel contrite, both of which may have needled them.
As the “rescue” mounted up, so did the anger of the harbourmaster and the RNLI. They raged at me for wasting time and money --- it costs￡2,500 for each call-out. By the 14th rescue, they threatened to ban me from Newquay harbor and I earned the nickname Captain Calamity. I was also described as a “bloody menace”. They were so fed up with coming to my aid that the coastguards would simply write “Him again” in their logbook.
I refused to give up, though, and four years ago I caught the Cribbar for the first time. I felt a huge sense of achievement that I was the first person to do it in a catamaran. I’ve successfully ridden the wave five times since --- despite my boat being destroyed in 2010. The coastguards hoped that would be the end of it, but I just said goodbye to Mischief and bought a replacement.
I understood where they were coming from --- they had an obligation to help me --- but I wished they would check first that I wanted to be rescued. I am a strong swimmer and enjoy a wipeout in a big wave. To keep the peace, though, I took the refresher course in sailing that they requested, even if I didn’t think it was necessary.
I wasn’t concerned with all the criticism --- embarrassment is pointless emotion --- but I would have liked to be asked why I wanted to sail the Cribbar. My reply is the same as that mountaineer’s: because it’s there. All adventures involve an element of risk, which is why they’re fun.
The RNLI and I get along famously now. I have invented a system that helps me right my boat in one minute instead of 20 and that has helped enormously --- I have gone from being the bungling idiot to someone doing his own thing. I still check the forecast to see when the Cribbar may develop --- it’s too much fun to stop sailing it.
6. The rhetorical mode used in the first paragraph is _____.
A. exposition     B. argumentation    C. description     D. narration
7. The author thought the harbormaster and RNLI were angry with him maybe because _____.
   A. he wasted time and money on surfing
   B. he manaced coastguards coming to aid
   C. he didn’t need them to rescue him
   D. he destroyed a boat in the waves
8. Which statement is CORRECT about the author’s surfing learning experience?
  A. He took surfing courses to make peace with coastguards.
  B. He has learned surfing for ten years since a motor accident.
  C. He was the first person to surf on the steep waves of Cribbar.
  D. He could finally heave the sail upright quickly in his own way.
9. From the passage, we have the impression that the author is _____.
  A. tenacious     B. faithful     C. pretentious     D. contemptuous
10. Why did the author earn the nickname Captain Calamity?
  A. Because he was rescued 14 times.
  B. Because he refused the aid.
  C. Because he wasted so much money.
  D. Because he often put himself in trouble. 
Questions 11 to 15 are based on the following passage:
Independent drugstores are raising questions about the state’s effort to save tens of millions of dollars by rolling pharmacies into Medicaid managed care.
Not long after the state rolled pharmacies into Medicaid managed care in March --- an effort to save tens of millions of dollars a year --- Ronald Barrett noticed something unusual at his store, Oak Cliff Pharmacy in southern Dallas. When he entered a child’s prescription into his computer to see how much he would be reimbursed by CVS Caremark, the managed care plan’s pharmacy benefit manager, he got an error message. A phone call indicated that the prescription had already been filled, at a CVS pharmacy down the road.
“I asked the child’s mother, ‘Did you have the prescriptions sent over there?’ And she said, ‘No, I don’t even go over there,’ ” said Mr. Barrett, most of whose customers are covered by Medicaid, the state and federal health plan for the disabled and poor. “We called the prescriber, and they said they didn’t know how they got over there either.”

Another pharmacist, in Harlingen, received a fax from a health plan managed by CVS Caremark rejecting a claim for diabetic test strips with the message, “Please route patient to a CVS pharmacy.”

Such stories have fueled suspicions among independent pharmacies that CVS Caremark is capitalizing on Medicaid changes to expand its retail business at the expense of locally owned pharmacies. CVS Caremark, which this spring became one of seven pharmacy benefit managers handling Medicaid recipients’ claims, said that its rates are competitive and there is a firm barrier between its benefit management program and CVS retail pharmacies.
The transition to managed care this spring was bumpy, with numerous computer errors and miscommunications between the State Health and Human Services Commission, pharmacists and the pharmacy benefit managers.
Although the state said that the program has become more stable and that the health plans quickly resolved the problems, many independent pharmacists --- particularly those who serve a high volume of Medicaid patients --- are still upset. They say the drastically reduced reimbursement rates set by the managed care plans to save the state money are forcing them out of business.
“I can’t pay my employees; I can’t pay my light bill,” said Mr. Barrett, who estimated that the overhaul decreased his revenue by 65 percent. He is currently living on his savings, he said. “I have no earthly idea why the Legislature thinks that this is acceptable.”

Texas lawmakers, who expect to save $100 million in the 2012-13 biennium by including prescription drugs in managed care, have held hearings to address pharmacists’ concerns. The Health and Human Services Commission is conducting an audit to evaluate the reimbursement rates.
Under the old Medicaid system, the rates were the same statewide. Now, pharmacists sign managed-care contracts agreeing to accept the “maximum allowable cost” reimbursement for medications, as determined by the health plan’s pharmacy benefit manager. Because the rates are proprietary information and are not subject to open-records laws, pharmacists do not know before signing a contract how much a health plan will reimburse or how its rates compare with those of other plans before signing a contract.
Stephanie Goodman, a spokeswoman for the commission, said that the decrease in reimbursement rates is “very much in line” with what the agency expected, and that it is the same for independent and chain pharmacies. The average dispensing fee paid to pharmacists for Medicaid prescriptions dropped from $7.13 to $1.53 in the new system, and pharmacists received $12.7 million less in dispensing fees in the first month than they would have under the previous system.
John Calvillo, president of the Rio Grande Valley Independent Pharmacy Association, said he has a list of 26 independent pharmacies that have closed or been sold to retail chains since the managed care changes. He said that CVS Caremark is largely to blame because it has the lowest reimbursement rates of the five managed care plans he accepts. And, he contended, it appears to be trying to poach independent pharmacies.
“In my opinion, it’s kind of a little conspiracy and the state is allowing this to happen,” Mr. Calvillo said.

11. The state made Medicaid changes with a view to_____.
A. rolling pharmacies into Medicaid managed care
B. saving tens of millions of dollars a year
C. facilitating the public service
D. decreasing illegal prescriptions

12. The experiences of independent pharmacies caused them to_____.
A. suspect the intention of changes
B. expand their business
C. go on a strike
D. capitalize on Medicaid changes
13. By “bumpy”, the writer tends to say_____.
A. the changes were not smooth
B. computers did not work
C. some governmental sectors were not well-informed
D. there were misunderstandings between pharmacists and the pharmacy benefit manager
14. Before signing managed-care contracts, pharmacists do not know the reimbursement rates in that_____.
A. the pharmacy benefit manager refuses to tell them
B. the Health and Human Services Commission hasn’t finished evaluating the rates
C. the lawmaker has to hold hearings
D. the rates are proprietary information
15. John Calvillo’s attitude towards the Medicaid change is _____.
A. skeptical     B. approving     C. ambiguous     D. obedient
Questions 16 to 20 are based on the following passage:
If you throw a pebble into a pond, you see waves moving outward in all directions. When rocks in the earth break, something similar happens; waves travel through the earth in all directions, causing the ground to shake. During a severe earthquake, the ground can rise and fall in a way that is similar to the movement of waves in the ocean. The motion of the ground causes trees and buildings to sway and fall.
Most earthquakes are caused by faulting, which occurs when sections of the earth’s crust are pushed or pulled in different directions. During faulting, rocks break and slide past one another, releasing energy. The movement in an earthquake is caused both by the movement and the vibration of rocks. As the rocks move or vibrate, they cause nearby rocks to move or vibrate. This chain reaction continues until all the energy is expended, or used up.
A break in the earth’s surface where faulting occurs is called a fault. The San Andreas Fault runs north and south from the Gulf of California to San Francisco. The land west of this fault is slowly moving north, and the land east of it is slowly moving south. However, the rocks along the fault do not all move simultaneously, nor do they all necessarily move at the same pace. During a severe earthquake in San Francisco in 1906, rocks on both sides of the San Andreas Fault moved. 
Faults can be close to the earth’s surface or up to 74 kilometers deep. The point beneath the surface where rocks break and move is called the focus of an earthquake. The point on the earth’s surface directly above the focus is called the epicentre. The most violent movement during an earthquake is at its epicentre.
Rock movement and vibration can be measured by an instrument called a seismograph. The instrument has a recording sheet on a rotating drum. Above the drum, a pen is attached to a heavy object. When all is quiet, the pen draws a straight line on the recording sheet. When the earth moves, the base vibrates, but the weighted pen does not. As a result, the pen leaves a wavyline on the drum. The degree of side-to-side movement of the wavy lien depends on the strength of the earthquake. 
The Richter scale, which was designed in 1935 by Charles F. Richter, an American scientist, is used to measure how much energy an earthquake releases. This scale numbers earthquakes from 1 to 10, based on how violent they are, and each number indicates an earthquake that is ten times stronger than the preceding number, or the number that comes before. For example, an earthquake that registers 2 on the scale is ten times stronger than an earthquake that registers 1. Any quake registering more than 6.0 on the Richter scale is termed destructive. The Kobe, Japan, earthquake registered 7.2. The Northridge, California, quake registered 6.8.
When an earthquake occurs on the ocean floor, an area of the ocean floor may rise. If for example, an area the size of Indiana or Ohio rises about 2 meters, it sends vibrations through the water, and the waves caused by the vibrations form a tsunami. Tsunamis move very fast --- 1,000 to 1,300 kilometers per hour! Their waves have a long wavelength; a wavelength is the distance from the crest of one wave to the crest of another. As long as the waves are over the deep ocean, however, they are not very high.
As tsunamis rush toward land, the shallow water slows them down. This slowdown, in turn, causes the water to pile up, forming a towering wave that may be over 30 meters high. The power behind the wave sends it crashing against the shore and makes the water flood the land. 
Scientists can quickly determine the epicentre of a quake that has occurred, but they still don’t understand earthquakes well enough to predict them. However, every earthquake that occurs provides scientists with data that bring them closer to understanding these natural disasters. From these data, scientists hope to find a pattern of natural events that are related to earthquakes and that take place before the actual quake. If scientists can identify such a pattern, perhaps they can predict earthquakes. Certain areas are more susceptible to, or easily affected by, earthquake activity, and scientists are studying these areas carefully.
In their studies, scientists use various instruments, one of which is called a tiltmeter. This device records any changes in the land’s slope that could indicate the movement of rocks sensitive gravity meters measure tiny changes in gravity that indicate an increase or decrease in the elevation of an area. Electronic devices are used to detect increased stress on underground rock that may cause the rock to break or shift. Lasers are used to detect slight shifts in the earth’s crust.
In addition to these scientific methods, scientists are also examining folklore about earthquakes. Animals have been reported as behaving strangely hours before a quake, and strange lights and loud sounds have supposedly occurred before an earthquake. Scientists are trying to find out how reliable theses signs are.
Since tsunamis occur after earthquakes, they are less difficult to predict. Earthquakes occurring on the ocean floor usually produce tsunamis, but strong quakes on land can also produce tsunamis if they disturb the ocean floor.
The most important aim in the study of tsunamis is a warning system to let people in coastal areas know when these waves are coming. Such a warning system operates in Hawaii; it sends information to the entire Pacific area. This station receives seismograph readings from many other stations. Equipped with a computer, the station determines the position of the earthquake’s epicentre and calculates, or figures out, the time that the tsunami is expected to arrive at land bordering the Pacific.
The study of earthquakes is a relatively young area of science. Yet scientists around the world are working hard to learn how to predict these disasters and reduce the loss of life. 

16. An earthquake that registers 5.5 on the Richter scale is ten times weaker than a quake that registers _____.
A. 4.5     B. 6.5      C. 55      D. 6.0
17. An earthquake registering 8.0 would_____.
A. do little damage                  B. cause extensive damage   
C. be the strongest earthquake known    D. cause leaves to flutter

18. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
   A. When an earthquake occurs, the land west of the fault often moves north.
   B. Faults can be either close to the earth’s surface or very deep under the surface.
   C. seismograph is a tool used to measure the degree of rock movement and vibration.
   D. It’s much easier for scientists to determine the epicentre of a quake after it happens than to predict it.
19. In which of the following areas is an earthquake most likely to result in a tsunami?
   A. Colorado.    B. The Pacific Ocean.   C. Central Canada.    D. Arizona.
20. Why can’t scientists predict earthquakes?
   A. Since earthquakes have not occurred for very long, scientists have not had much time to study them.
   B. Earthquakes occur in more than just one part of the world, so scientists don’t know where a quake will hit.
   C. Scientists have not been able to find a pattern that is common to all earthquakes and that would help them make predictions.
   D. Scientists do not have the instruments necessary to measure the vibrations of the earth’s crust.
Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage:
Being told I would be expected to talk here, I inquired what sort of talk I ought to make. They said it should be something suitable to youth --- something didactic, instructive, or something in the nature of good advice. Very well. I have a few things in my mind which I have often longed to say for the instruction of the young; for it is in one’s tender early years that such things will best take root and be most enduring and most valuable. First, then. I will say to you my young friends --- and I say it beseechingly, urgingly — 
Always obey your parents, when they are present. This is the best policy in the long run, because if you don’t, they will make you. Most parents think they know better than you do, and you can generally make more by humoring that superstition than you can by acting on your own better judgment. 
Be respectful to your superiors, if you have any, also to strangers, and sometimes to others. If a person offend you, and you are in doubt as to whether it was intentional or not, do not resort to extreme measures; simply watch your chance and hit him with a brick. That will be sufficient. If you shall find that he had not intended any offense, come out frankly and confess yourself in the wrong when you struck him; acknowledge it like a man and say you didn’t mean to. Yes, always avoid violence; in this age of charity and kindliness, the time has gone by for such things. Leave dynamite to the low and unrefined. 
Go to bed early, get up early --- this is wise. Some authorities say get up with the sun; some say get up with one thing, others with another. But a lark is really the best thing to get up with. It gives you a splendid reputation with everybody to know that you get up with the lark; and if you get the right kind of lark, and work at him right, you can easily train him to get up at half past nine, every time --- it’s no trick at all. 
Now as to the matter of lying. You want to be very careful about lying; otherwise you are nearly sure to get caught. Once caught, you can never again be in the eyes to the good and the pure, what you were before. Many a young person has injured himself permanently through a single clumsy and ill finished lie, the result of carelessness born of incomplete training. Some authorities hold that the young out not to lie at all. That of course, is putting it rather stronger than necessary; still while I cannot go quite so far as that, I do maintain, and I believe I am right, that the young ought to be temperate in the use of this great art until practice and experience shall give them that confidence, elegance, and precision which alone can make the accomplishment graceful and profitable. Patience, diligence, painstaking attention to detail --- these are requirements; these in time, will make the student perfect; upon these only, may he rely as the sure foundation for future eminence. Think what tedious years of study, thought, practice, experience, went to the equipment of that peerless old master who was able to impose upon the whole world the lofty and sounding maxim that “Truth is mighty and will prevail” --- the most majestic compound fracture of fact which any of woman born has yet achieved. For the history of our race, and each individual’s experience, are sewn thick with evidences that a truth is not hard to kill, and that a lie well told is immortal. There is in Boston a monument of the man who discovered anesthesia; many people are aware, in these latter days, that that man didn’t discover it at all, but stole the discovery from another man. Is this truth mighty, and will it prevail? Ah no, my hearers, the monument is made of hardy material, but the lie it tells will outlast it a million years. An awkward, feeble, leaky lie is a thing which you ought to make it your unceasing study to avoid; such a lie as that has no more real permanence than an average truth. Why, you might as well tell the truth at once and be done with it. A feeble, stupid, preposterous lie will not live two years—except it be a slander upon somebody. It is indestructible, then of course, but that is no merit of yours. A final word: begin your practice of this gracious and beautiful art early --- begin now. If I had begun earlier, I could have learned how. 
21. Which one of the following is NOT one of the intentions of the author according to this argumentative essay?
A. Admonishing the young people for being disrespectful to others.
B. Accusing the youngsters for being lazy.
C. Learning to tell lies artistically and skillfully.
D. Admitting that it is wrong to face the mistakes unconditionally.
22. What’s the tone of the author’s writing?
A. Peaceful.     B. Sarcastic.     C. Indifferent.     D. Ardent.
23. In Paragraph 3, what’s the implicit meaning of the sentence “Leave dynamite to the low and unrefined”?
A. Cultivated man should behave gently.
B. Only those who take the lower position are able to ignite dynamite.
C. In this age violence is no longer effective.
D. One should define his or her own rights while remain polite.
24. What’s the meaning of the underlined word “preposterous” in the last paragraph?
    A. ridiculous      B. solid        C. plausible       D. lame
25. What is the purpose of mentioning the monument in Boston?
A. To prove “Truth is mighty and will prevail”.
B. To introduce the hardy material that is used to build the monument.
C. To suggest that sometimes a lie well told is immortal.
D. To show that people have not realized that it is a lie. 
Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage:
With a presidential campaign, health care and the gun control debate in the news these days, one can’t help getting sucked into the flame wars that Internet comment threads. But psychologists say this addictive form of vitriolic back and forth should be avoided --- or simply censored by online media outlets --- because it actually damages society and mental health.
These days, online comments “are extraordinarily aggressive, without resolving anything,” said Art Markman, a professor of psychology at the University of Texas at Sustin. “At the end of it you can’t possibly feel like anybody heard you having a strong emotional experience that doesn’t resolve itself in any healthy way can’t be a good thing.”

If it’s so unsatisfying and unhealthy, why do we do it?
A perfect storm of factors come together to engender the rudeness and aggression seen in the comments’ sections of Web pages, Markman said. First, commenters are often virtually anonymous, and thus, unaccountable for their rudeness. Second, they are at a distance from the target of their anger --- be it the article they’re commenting on or another comment on that article --- and people tend to antagonize distant abstractions more easily than living, breathing interlocutors. Third, it’s easier to be nasty in writing than in speech, hence the now somewhat outmoded practice of leaving angry notes (back when people used paper), Markman said.
And because comment-section discourses don’t happen in real time, commenters can write lengthy monologues, which tend to entrench them in their extreme viewpoint. “When you’re having a conversation in person, who actually gets to deliver a monologue except people in the movies? Even if you get angry, people are talking back and forth and eventually you have to calm down and listen so you can have a conversation,” Markman told Life’s Little Mysteries, a sister site to LiveScience.
Chiming in on comment threads may even give one a feeling of accomplishment, albeit a false one. “There is so much going on in our lives that it is hard to find time to get out and physically help a cause, which makes ‘armchair activism’ an enticing [proposition],” a blogger at Daily Kos opined in a July 23 article.
And finally, Edward Wasserman, Knight Professor in Journalism Ethics at Washington and Lee University, noted another cause of the vitriol: bad examples set by the media. “Unfortunately, mainstream media have made a fortune teaching people the wrong ways to talk to each other, offering up Jerry Springer, Crossfire, Bill O’Reilly. People understandably conclude rage is the political vernacular, that this is how public ideas are talked about,” Wasserman wrote in an article on his university’s website. “It isn’t.”

Communication, the scholars say, is really about taking someone else’s perspective, understanding it, and responding. “Tone of voice and gesture can have a large influence on your ability to understand what someone is saying,” Markman said. “The further away from face-to-face, real-time dialogue you get, the harder it is to communicate.”

In his opinion, media outlets should cut down on the anger and hatred that have become the norm in reader exchanges. “It’s valuable to allow all sides of an argument to be heard. But it’s not valuable for there to be personal attacks, or to have messages with an extremely angry tone is hurting the nature of the argument, because they are promoting people to respond in kind,” he said. “If on a website comments are left up that are making personal attacks in the nastiest way, you’re sending the message that this acceptable human behavior.”

For their part, people should seek out actual human beings to converse with, Markman said --- and we should make a point of including a few people in our social circles who think differently from us. “You’ll develop a healthy respect for people whose opinions differ from your own,” he said.
Working out solutions to the kinds of hard problems that tend to garner the most comments online requires lengthy discussion and compromise. “The back-and-forth negotiation that goes on in having a conversation with someone you don’t agree with is a skill,” Markman said. And this skill is languishing, both among members of the public and our leaders.

26. According to Markman, the main problem of online comments lies in their _____.
A. destroying individual’s health        B. affecting social security and stability
C. solving no problems             D. channeling emotional outlets mistakenly
27. According the Markman, one of the causes of people’s rudeness and aggression in online comments is _____.
A. the intolerance to strong emotional experience
B. the lack of responsibility for their behaviors
C. the strong hatred for opinions they disagree with
D. the response to the harm they have experienced

28. The underlined phrase “armchair activism” in Paragraph 6 most probably refers to _____.
   A. offering aid to be disable         B. casual talks in armchairs
   C. sitting before a computer         D. participating in online discussion
29. In Wasserman’s eyes, the media_____.
   A. should change their way of reporting
   B. have to divert their attention from making money
   C. appeal to people’s taste for rudeness and aggression
   D. mislead people into believing rage is nothing bad
30. Which of the following statement is NOT mentioned in the passage?
   A. Anger and hatred have become the norm in reader exchanges.
   B. We should respect people who think differently from us.
   C. Internet comments full of anger and hatred damages society and mental health.
   D. People are more likely to be nasty when talking to each other rather than when writing. 
III. Paraphrase. （每小题4分，共20分）

Directions: Rephrase the underlined sentences in the following passage. 

    If we were to search through every class of society in China for the one spiritual force that influences and dominates them all, we should find it to be ancestor worship. (1)There is no other in the region of belief that would take its place for a moment. A man, for example, may worship the idols or not; he may profess a belief in them or he may express his utter skepticism about them, and no one cares a button what he thinks. Let a man, however, neglect the worship of the dead, and (2) he is looked upon with the utmost scorn, both by his own kindred and also by his neighbours. The bitterest taunt that the Chinese can hurl against the convert to Christianity, and (3) the one that stings him most, is the sneering statement that he has no ancestors. 

  This worship dates back to the very earliest times of Chinese history. Confucius, in his “Record of Rites”, (4) lays down minute rules as to the etiquette that should be observed in its performance. It would seem, however, as though its character has materially changed since his time. Then, the services in the ancestral temples were simply memorial ones, (5) in order to keep alive the recollection of the loved ones who had passed away and to prevent their memory from fading out of the minds of the living. 

IV. Writing. (40分)

Directions: Summarize the points made in the following lecture, and make comment in about 300 words.  
It used to be the case that at most universities only a few students received the highest grades. But professors today routinely give a majority of their students grade that looks far beyond their real performance. This is sometimes known as “grade inflation”. Although this practice has its critics, it seems virtually irreversible. Actually, grade inflation has become a brick in the building of general social expectations and it can no more be changed at this point for quite a few reasons. 

First, since most students today are getting accustomed to receiving higher grades, they have taken the fact of receiving big scores as granted. Therefore, once professors start to grade strictly, some students may be frustrated by the scores lower than expected and then lose interest in their further academic pursuits. 

Second, professors have the concern that once they stop granting inflated scores to less qualified students, there is a good chance that they may also receive lower evaluations from those students as a result. Usually, students’ evaluation matters a lot in determining if a professor will get a promotion or simply keep his position in the future. 

Third, high marks help students sell in the job market, because employers generally believe that good scores stand for high qualities of the students. Therefore, students receiving inflated grades have apparent advantages over those who are graded strictly in school.
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