雅思阅读材料之一位伊朗妇女从石头死刑下死里逃生
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    在伊朗，妇女的地位很低，有很多的刑法是针对妇女的，也都是十分的残酷。近来一位伊朗妇女成功的从被石头砸死的死刑方式下逃生，究竟她是用了什么方法做到的呢？ 

Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani, 43, appears on Iranian television 

 

　　An Iranian woman sentenced to death by stoning after she was convicted of adultery has been released from jail, a human rights group claimed last night.

 

　　Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani, whose plight became an international cause célèbre, was said to have been released along with her son, Sajad, her lawyer and two German journalists who were arrested over the case.

 

　　Photographs of Ms Ashtiani meeting her son were released by Iran's state-run English television channel, Press TV. They appeared to show the pair at home in Osku, in north-western Iran, and boosted her supporters' hopes that she had been released.

 

　　But footage broadcast by the station later raised doubts about whether Ms Ashtiani had actually been freed, or whether Iranian officials had merely taken her home to collect evidence against her and film a confession. In a short video clip, she was heard to say: "We planned to kill my husband."

 

　　The 43-year-old mother of two has been in prison since 2006 and faced execution by stoning for "having an illicit relationship outside marriage".

 

　　Mina Ahadi, a spokeswoman for the Germany-based Anti-Stoning Committee, which has campaigned for Ms Ashtiani's release, said: "This is the happiest day in my life. I'm very happy for her son, Sajad, who fought single-handedly and bravely in Iran to defend his mother and tell the world that she is innocent. I'm sure this day will be written in Iranian history books, if not the world's, as a day of victory for human rights campaigners.

 

　　"We have got news that they are free. We are waiting for another confirmation... then we will be 100 per cent sure."

 

　　There was no official statement about Ms Ashtiani by authorities in Tehran, and the Foreign Office in London said it was awaiting clarification. But Franco Frattini, the Italian Foreign Minister, said her reported release marked "a great day for human rights". "Iran has made the gesture of understanding and clemency that we were hoping for, and it did so using its prerogative as a sovereign state," he added.

 

　　"It is a decision that merits strong praise and satisfaction. We take note of this in the knowledge that the prospect for dialogue with Iran also on human rights can resume in a spirit of renewed mutual confidence."

 

　　There was an international outcry in the summer when Ms Ashtiani's sentence became public knowledge. Brazil's President, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, offered to give her asylum in his country, while the US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, urged Tehran to respect the fundamental freedoms of its citizens. In Britain, the Foreign Office minister, Alistair Burt, condemned the laws used against her as "medieval".

 

　　Iran's conservative Kayhan newspaper reserved its ire for the French First Lady, Carla Bruni-Sarkozy, calling her a "prostitute" after she attacked the Tehran regime over the sentence.

 

　　The news of Ms Ashtiani's possible reprieve came a day after another Iranian woman, Khadijeh Jahed, also known as Shahla, was hanged at dawn in jail, with her son pushing the stool from beneath her feet. The decision to carry out Ms Jahed's execution, which was also the focus of worldwide outrage, appeared to indicate that the Iranian regime was maintaining a tough stance despite a UN General Assembly committee criticising the country's "serious ongoing human rights violations" and "pervasive gender inequality and violence against women".

 

　　Ms Ashtiani's lawyer, Javid Houtan Kian, was arrested in Tabriz in September with two German journalists who were interviewing her son.

 

　　The Germans, who worked for the newspaper Bild Am Sonntag and had entered Iran on tourist visas, are accused of spying.

雅思阅读材料之朱利安.阿桑奇应被授予诺贝尔和平奖？
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       近日，维基解密创始人朱利安阿桑奇在英国自首，这也宣告了一个传奇人物的人生进入了另外一个阶段，但是俄罗斯竟然支持朱利安.阿桑奇应该被授予诺贝尔和平奖，这究竟是怎么回事？

 

　　Russia has suggested that Julian Assange should be awarded the Nobel peace prize, in an unexpected show of support from Moscow for the jailed WikiLeaks founder.

 

　　In what appears to be a calculated dig at the US, the Kremlin urged non-governmental organisations to think seriously about "nominating Assange as a Nobel Prize laureate".

 

　　"Public and non-governmental organisations should think of how to help him," the source from inside president Dmitry Medvedev's office told Russian news agencies. Speaking in Brussels, where Medvedev was attending a Russia-EU summit yesterday , the source went on: "Maybe, nominate him as a Nobel Prize laureate."

 

　　Russia's reflexively suspicious leadership appears to have come round to WikiLeaks, having decided that the ongoing torrent of disclosures are ultimately far more damaging and disastrous to America's long-term geopolitical interests than they are to Russia's.

 

　　The Kremlin's initial reaction to stories dubbing Russia a corrupt "mafia state" and kleptocracy was, predictably, negative. Last week Medvedev's spokesman dubbed the revelations "not worthy of comment" while Putin raged that a US diplomatic cable comparing him to Batman and Medvedev to Robin was "arrogant" and "unethical". State TV ignored the claims.

 

　　Subsequent disclosures, however, that Nato had secretly prepared a plan in case Russia invaded its Baltic neighbours have left the Kremlin smarting. Today Russia's foreign minister Sergei Lavrov said Nato had to explain why it privately considered Russia an enemy while publicly describing it warmly as a "strategic partner" and ally.

 

　　Nato should make clear its position on WikiLeaks cables published by the Guardian alleging that the alliance had devised plans to defend Poland, Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia against Russia, Lavrov said.

 

　　"With one hand, Nato seeks agreement with us on joint partnership, and with the other, it makes a decision that it needs to defend. So when is Nato more sincere?" Lavrov asked today. "We have asked these questions and are expecting answers to them. We think we are entitled to that."

 

　　Lavrov said his attitude towards the leaked US state department cables was "philosophical". "It is interesting to read, including what ambassadors write to provide a stream of information to their capitals," he admitted.

 

　　Dmitry Rogozin, Russia's hardline ultra-nationalist ambassador to Nato, also today voiced his support for the embattled Assange. He tweeted that Assange's arrest and incarceration on Monday at the City of Westminster magistrates' court demonstrated that there was "no media freedom" in the west. Assange's "fate" amounted to "political persecution" and a lack of human rights, the ambassador said.

 

　　In London, meanwhile, Russia's chargé d'affaires and acting ambassador in the UK, Alexander Sternik, said relations with Britain had improved since the coalition came to power. He complained, however, about the hostile reaction in the British media after Fifa's executive committee voted that Russia – and not England – should host the 2018 World Cup.

 

　　In a briefing to journalists this morning, Sternik said: "While the English bid was technically a strong one, the Russian bid was in line with the well-known Fifa philosophy of opening new frontiers for world football. The vote result was therefore quite logical, and while the disappointment of many in England is understandable, the media outrage was a step too far. It's not cricket, as the English say."

雅思阅读材料之Dior’sChérieandNataliePortman
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  Natalie Portman 是美国的大明星，她和Dior香水怎么会扯到一起去呢？ 

 

　　American actress Natalie Portman is signed up as the face of the iconic Dior perfume.

 

　　'Black Swan' star Natalie Portman has landed a new leading role as the 'face' of Miss Dior Cherie fragrance.

 

　　Christian Dior Parfums revealed they had signed up Portman - who has never lent her face to a cosmetics or fragrance campaign until now - back in June, but details of her role remained a secret until last night.

 

　　Natalie Portman: She Wears It Well
 

　　The actress emerged from a transparent screen of roses in front of gathered journalists to mark her 'poster girl' debut for Christian Dior. The logistics of the collaboration are already well under way, with renowned fashion photographer Tim Walker having shot Portman for the print adverts, and 'Somewhere' director Sophia Coppola directing the TV commercial.

 

　　WWD reported that Parfums Christian Dior chief Claude Martinez called Portman "charismatic and elegant."

 

　　She joins fellow Dior 'pin-ups' Charlize Theron, who appears bathed in gold for the 'J'adore' Dior perfume, and Sharon Stone, who fronts the skincare campaign.

 

　　Last night Portman then joined Christian Dior creative director John Galliano at opening of the of the newly renovated flagship boutique. She wore a black and nude lace dress by Christian Dior and lit the up the façade of the new store.

 

　　In pictures: Dior boutique reopens in New York
 

　　Galliano donned an exuberant leopard-print coat and a black top-hat to welcome A-list guests including actresses Liv Tyler and Amy Adams, as well as models Dree Hemmingway, Karlie Kloss and Karolina Kurkova to the celebration at the refurbished store on Manhattan's 57th Street.

 

　　Liv Tyler wears Dior her own way
 

　　Bernard Arnault, the chief of the LVMH group which owns Christian Dior, and the Dior president and Chief Executive Officer Sidney Toledano, flew over from France to see the 5,000 square foot store which was closed for five months while the renovations took place.

雅思阅读材料之Cancunmeetingreachesclimatechangeagreement
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　联合国国际气候会议在墨西哥的坎昆已经举行了有些时日了，终于在一系列的磋商之后大家基本达成了一项协议，那么这项协议究竟有什么内容呢？ 

 

　　A comprehensive global deal is now back on track after the agreement, which was reached despite protests by Bolivia during a dramatic finale to the United Nations meeting in Mexico.

 

　　The crunch talks went late into the night as more than 190 countries attempted to agree on the best way to cut carbon emissions.

 

　　The last attempt to reach a global deal in Copenhagen at the end of last year ended in chaos and there were fears that the UN process could collapse completely if talks failed again.

 

　　However, after two weeks of negotiating, rich and poor countries agreed a compromise that will see all countries committed to cutting emissions for the first time.

 

　　The "Cancun package" also sets up a "green fund" to help poor countries cope with climate change and a new scheme to halt deforestation.

 

　　Bolivia claimed the agreement was "tantamount to genocide" because cuts are not tough enough to stop dangerous global warming.

 

　　But after repeated attempts to achieve consensus, the UN decision was taken without the agreement of the South American country.

 

　　To cheers from the ministers, Patricia Espinosa, Mexican foreign secretary and president of the talks, overruled the Bolivian negotiator who repeatedly took the floor and insisted the deal needed complete consensus.

 

　　"I of course note your position, but if there are no other objections, the document is adopted," she said to thunderous applause.

 

　　Felipe Calderón, the president of Mexico, said it was a historic agreement.

 

　　He said the world has been "crushed by inertia and helplessness" in the face of climate change.

 

　　But he said that the deal in Cancun would restore hope in the UN process and the fight against climate change.

 

　　"Confidence is back, hope has returned to the fight against climate change and in many other matters that require hope and trust in the face of our global problems," he said.

　　The new deal falls short of a global treaty. However it has progressed from Copenhagen by getting all countries, except Bolivia, to sign up to an official UN document.

 

　　The Cancun deal commits all countries to keeping temperature rise below 2C (3.6F) by reducing emissions. Rich countries have agreed to consider an extension of the Kyoto Protocol while poor countries will sign up to emission cuts for the first time. There are also a series of key decisions on setting up a green fund to help poor countries cope with climate change and halting deforestation.

 

　　Chris Huhne, the Climate Change and Energy Secretary, said the proposals did not give everybody everything they wanted but it was progress.

 

　　"We've made much more progress than anybody expected only weeks," he said.

 

　　"We have real commitments to reductions of greenhouse gases both by developed and developing countries."

雅思阅读材料之Howcomeyoudidn’tseethewholeoftheMoon?
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  在人类的天文历史上，月球一直占据着重要的地位。但是大家还是觉得登月的步伐太慢了，人类渴望能够尽快的窥见月球的全部，虽然这个愿望一直被大家的努力慢慢实现，但是为什么现在我们做不到呢？ 

 

　　Every schoolchild knows that the "small step for man" and the "giant leap for mankind" are words uttered by Neil Armstrong during the 1969 Apollo 11 Moon landing. But now the famously reclusive astronaut has made a rare foray into the public arena to give an answer to a puzzling question: having gone all that way at such vast expense, why were the steps and leaps so few?

 

　　The subject arose when science blogger Robert Krulwich mused on his National Public Radio page about why Armstrong and crewmate Buzz Aldrin had covered an area barely larger than a football pitch. "The trip was a 'leap' to be sure, a fantastic accomplishment," he wrote. "But the first Moon explorers explored an astonishingly small area." There it might have rested.

 

　　But much to Krulwich's surprise, he got an answer – and from the commander himself. In an emailed response, Armstrong, who at 80 is still campaigning to have Nasa resume its exploration of the lunar surface, said there were multiple reasons for the small footprint of that first landing, not least among them nervousness about how well their water-cooled suits would work.

 

　　"We were operating in a near perfect vacuum with the temperature well above 200 degrees fahrenheit with the local gravity only one-sixth that of Earth," he explained. "That combination cannot be duplicated here on Earth. We did not have any data to tell us how long the small water tank in our backpacks would suffice."

　　The reply, from a man who famously refuses to give autographs and long refused to speak about the Moon landings even as his colleagues enthusiastically spoke of their adventures, was surprising enough in itself. Perhaps more surprising still was the detail that an apparently enthused Armstrong went into about the difficulties of exploration.

 

　　First there was the question of television coverage – for us back on Earth and for mission control. Planting a fixed video camera on the Moon's surface was one of Armstrong's first tasks and Nasa was very clear that thereafter everything he and Aldrin did had to be within its range of view, which wasn't large. They wanted to be able to see, for instance, how well they were walking in those clunky outfits.

 

　　Here we learn, however, that even Armstrong himself was unable entirely to play by the rules. "I candidly admit that I knowingly and deliberately left the planned working area out of TV coverage to examine and photograph the interior crater walls for possible bedrock exposure or other useful information," he acknowledged. "I felt the potential gain was worth the risk."

 

　　Armstrong repeated his disappointment that Nasa has not been back and his frustration with those who argue there's little point, since that space frontier has already been reached.

 

　　"I find that mystifying," he said. "It would be as if 16th-century monarchs proclaimed that 'we need not go to the New World, we have already been there...'"

 

　　"Americans have visited and examined six locations on Luna, varying in size from a suburban lot to a small township. That leaves more than 14 million square miles yet to explore."

 

　　Moon moments
 

　　*During the Apollo 11 mission, Buzz Aldrin briefly held up Nasa's schedule when he became the first man to urinate while standing on the Moon. While millions watched at home on live television, Aldrin made use of a tube fitted inside his space suit to relieve himself.

 

　　*In 1971, the first American in space, Alan Shepard, also became the first man to hit a golfball on the Moon. After successfully smuggling a club head and balls on to the Apollo 14 inside his spacesuit, Shepard took the opportunity at the end of the moonwalk to hit two balls. He later joked that they went "miles and miles and miles".

 

　　*In 1972, the astronaut Harrison Schmitt of the Apollo 17 mission added a musical soundtrack to planned proceedings. While skipping along the surface of the Moon, he sang: "I was strolling on the Moon one day / in the merry, merry month of... December..."

雅思阅读材料之一自杀式炸弹袭击者上英国大学？
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  近日，据英国媒体报道，一位居住于英国的伊斯兰自杀式炸弹袭击者已经通过考试可以进入英国的大学学习，此举引起英国社会的很大的反应，这究竟是怎么回事呢，让我们来看看下面的文章。 

 　　Taimur Abdulwahab al-Abdaly tried to set off a car bomb packed with gas canisters in a busy shopping street in Stockholm. The car caught fire and the bomber fled the scene before blowing himself up 300yd away 15 minutes later, injuring two bystanders.

 

　　It emerged last night that Abdulwahab, who was due to turn 29 yesterday, is a former physical therapy student at Bedfordshire University in Luton, and that his wife and three young children still live in the town.

 

　　MI5 is now investigating possible links with extremists in Luton, whether the bomber was radicalised at the university and claims that he was helped by an extremist group in Yemen, the base for al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula.

 

　　The suicide bombing follows an attempt by Umar Farouq Abdulmutallab, a former student at University College London, to blow himself up last Christmas on a flight to Detroit.

 

　　Abdulmutallab had trained in Yemen, but had become increasingly radical during his time in Britain. The security services and police are concerned that British university campuses have become breeding grounds for extremism. Neighbours told The Daily Telegraph last night that they had last seen Abdulwahab at the 1930s semi-detached house in Luton, Beds, two and a half weeks ago. The couple have two young girls and a baby son. His wife, Mona, a Swedish citizen, is said to run a home beauty company.

 

　　Tahir Hussain, 33, a taxi driver who lives nearby, said: “I used to see him around often. He didn’t say much but seemed nice. I used to see him walking with his kids.

 

　　“I was shocked when I heard what happened because I never thought he could do such a thing.”

 

　　Mr Hussain said that the couple had been living there for a year and that Abdulwahab used to go to Friday prayers at the Islamic Centre in Luton.

 

　　The bomber had recently advertised on a Muslim dating site for a second wife, saying he was looking for a “lady 25-30 who lives in UK for marriage”. The site, Muslima.com, said he was born in Baghdad, Iraq, and moved to Sweden in 1992 and then to Britain in 2001 to study for a degree in physical therapy, marrying in 2004

　On his Facebook page, he included a group called Yawm al-Qiyaamah, meaning Day of Judgment, that featured a montage of Tower Bridge in flames.

 

　　Reports from Sweden said Abdulwahab was shouting in Arabic and carrying six pipebombs, one of which exploded, along with a rucksack full of nails and explosives.

 

　　A paramedic said the bomber had no injuries to the face or body in general but looked as if he had been carrying something that exploded in his stomach. One witness said the bomber had worked as a sandwich board advertiser in the Drottninggatan shopping area.

 

　　Carl Bildt, the Swedish foreign minister, said it was “a most worrying attempt at a terrorist attack”, adding that it “failed – but could have been truly catastrophic”. Theresa May, the Home Secretary, said: “The Swedish government have indicated they believe this was a terrorist attack. We will be talking to them about the details of that attack.”

 

　　Abdulwahab’s father, Thamer, 61, who lives in Tranås, south of Stockholm, said his son had been at the family home on Friday.

 

　　“After he woke up Saturday morning, he took his car and drove off,” he said. “He did not say if he was going to Stockholm or elsewhere.”

 

　　An Yemeni Islamist website, Shumukh al-Islam, published a photograph of Abdulwahab in dark glasses, saying: “It is our brother, mujahid Taymour Abdel Wahab, who carried out the martyrdom operation in Stockholm.”

 

　　Twelve minutes before the bombing on Saturday, a Swedish news agency received a message with two sound files, one in Swedish and one in Arabic, that was also sent to the Swedish Security Police. The message criticised Swedes’ silence over cartoons of the Prophet Mohammed and Swedish soldiers serving in Afghanistan. Abdulwahab said: “Now your children, your daughters and your sisters will die as our brothers, our sisters and our children are dying.”

 

　　He also asked his family for forgiveness for misleading them about a trip to the Middle East: “I never went to the Middle East to work or to make money, I went for jihad.” He asked his wife to kiss the children on his behalf. “Tell them Daddy loves them,” he added.

雅思阅读背景词汇之有线电视
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美国的有线电视节目十分的丰富，可以让大家欣赏到多种不同类型的节目的同时也掌握了大部分的西方媒体话语权。雅思阅读会关注这些在西方世界举足轻重的有线电视所扮演的角色。 

　　AAL(ATM Adaptation Layer) 异步转移模式适配层

　　AC(Alternating Current) 交流

　　Access Network 接入网

　　ACI(Adjacent Channel Interference) 邻频干扰

　　Additional Channel:增补频道

　　Adjacent Channel Transmission 邻频道传输

　　ADSL(Asymmetrical Digital Subscriber Line) 不对称数字用户线路

　　AGC(Aotomatic Gain Control) 自动增益控制

　　AIC(Auxilliary Information Channel) 辅助信息信道

　　ALC(Aotomatic Level Control) 自动电平控制

　　AM(Amplitude Modulation) 幅度调制(调幅)

　　AML(Amplitude Modulated Microwave Link) 调幅微波链路

　　Amplifier 放大器

　　Application Layer 应用层

　　ARP(Address Resolution Protocol) 地址识别协议

　　ASC(Aotomatic Slope Control) 自动斜率控制

　　ATM(Asynchronous Transfer Mode) 异步传输模式(协议)

　　BAL(Bit ALlocation) 比特分配

　　Bandwidth 带宽

　　BB(Basis Band) 基带

　　BBER(Background Block Error Rate) 背景块误码率

　　BC(Broadcast Channel) 广播信道

　　BCN(Broadcast Communication Network) 广播通信网

　　BDC(Block Down Converter) 下变频器

　　BER(Bit Error Rate) 误码率

　　B-ISDN(Broadband-Integrated Services Digital Network) 宽带综合业务数字网络

　　Bit Stream 比特流(码流)

　　BPF(Band Pass Filter) 带通滤波器

　　BPS(Bits Per Second) 比特/秒，也写作b/s

　　BRI(Basic Rate Interface) 基本速率接口

　　Broard Band Communication 宽带通信

　　BRR (Bit Rate Reduction) 比特率压缩

雅思阅读GallantJohnnyDeppcallsAngelinaJolie’awalkingpoem’
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  Johnny Depp 和Angelina Jolie一直在合作拍摄一部爱情新电影。在这部电影中 Johnny Depp 和 Angelina Jolie 都有出色的演出，二人相互欣赏，关系密切。Johnny Depp 称赞Angelina Jolie 是'a walking poem'。 

　　Yet even Pirates of the Caribbean star Johnny Depp became starry-eyed at working with Angelina Jolie for the first time... especially when it came to the love scenes.

　　“Yeah, I mean, I’ve had more difficult days at work, definitely,” says Johnny.

　　“But those kinds of things are always awkward. So you just laugh your way through, and you just kind of giggle and feel stupid.

　　“But then Angelina is a kind of a walking poem – the perfect beauty who at the same time is very deep and very smart.”

　　In their first movie together, The Tourist, Depp, 47, plays a geeky American maths teacher dragged into the mysterious world of a stunning beauty played by Jolie.

　　And those “awkward” moments in the movie apparently became such a problem that a steamy scene between Jolie and Depp ended up on the cutting-room floor after it’s said his long-term partner Vanessa Paradis got involved.

　　But then Vanessa has nothing to ​worry about. Johnny has been a long-time friend of Angelina’s other half Brad Pitt, although he had never met Jolie until just before they started filming.

　　“We met oddly right before we did this which is weird because I think we have a lot of ​mutual friends and ​mutual acquaintances, people that we’ve worked with, however we’d never met.

　　“When we sat down together it was kind of instant. We got each other. Within minutes we were yakking about our kids and the perils of parenthood and all of that fun stuff.

　　“She’s impressive. She’s a force.”

　　Johnny who has two children Lily-Rose, 11, and Jack, eight, with Vanessa says they are as devoted as ever.

　　Like mother-of-six Angelina and Brad, Johnny and Vanessa, who have been together for 12 years, are not married.=

　　But Johnny says: “If Vanessa wanted to get hitched, why not? But the thing is I would be so scared of ruining her last name. She’s got such a good last name.”

　　He credits Vanessa (with Johnny, left) with calming the restlessness he felt in his younger days. “I was more at war with myself then,” he says. “It took me a while to figure out what I wanted and then I met the woman who made me see what I was missing.

　“But raising a family and spending so much time with our kids is what has really had the most calming influence on me. They became my focus and it put things into perspective. Nothing makes me happier than watching Vanessa and my kids and just realising that they’re my world. It’s pure joy.”

　　And the two families hit it off during filming. “One night Angie and Brad came for dinner. They brought their son Pax and he played video games with my boy, Jack. They had a blast.”

雅思阅读材料之避难者船只撞毁在澳大利亚海岸
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今日，一艘载有很多避难者的木船在澳大利亚沿岸被巨浪撞毁在石头上。不冷静的女人和孩子尖叫着跳入搅动的海水中，加大了这次事故的死亡人数。让我们来看看详细情况。 

　　A wooden boat packed with dozens of asylum seekers smashed apart on jagged rocks in heavy seas off an Australian island today, flinging screaming women and children into churning water and sending many to their deaths.

　　Christmas Island residents on cliffs above watched in horror as the boat broke apart with a crack, dumping passengers into huge waves that pounded them against the rocks. Rescue efforts are under way and officials said it is not yet clear how many people were killed.

　　"While many details about this tragedy are still unconfirmed, I understand there have been a large number of fatalities and numerous injuries to those aboard the vessel, including women and children," Western Australia state premier Colin Barnett said in a statement.

　　Acting prime minister Wayne Swan said the vessel was a people smuggler's boat, but it was not clear how many people were on board or where they were from. "A number of people have been rescued but sadly, some bodies have been retrieved," Mr Swan said.

　　Christmas Island is a remote Australian territory closer to Indonesia than the Australian mainland and a frequent target of refugee hopefuls, who are housed in a detention centre there.

　　Photos and videos taken by witnesses at the scene show the wooden boat crashing into the rocks and breaking apart. The images also show people floating in the water amid the wreckage. The boat was about 20ft to 30ft long, with a cabin covered by a sheet of fabric or plastic.

　　Simon Prince, who lives next to the cliff where the boat crashed, said he was woken by what he thought were cheers. He walked outside to the cliff and instead heard cries for help from a boat just offshore.

　　"The engine had failed. They were washing backward and forward very close to the cliffs here, which are jagged limestone cliffs, very nasty."

　　He called the police and soon there were dozens of locals standing on the cliffs, wondering how they could help despite the storm and crashing waves.

　　He said the boat, carrying about 50 people, was tossed about for an hour before it finally hit the rocks at the base of the cliff.

　　"When the boat hit the cliff there was a sickening crack. All the people on board rushed to the land side, which is the worst thing they could do, but I don't think anybody could swim. I think there were about two lifeboats on board this thing," Mr Prince said.

　　"It was just horrible. People getting crushed. Bodies, dead children, the whole thing was pretty awful."

　　Mr Prince, who owns a dive shop, and other neighbours began hurling lifejackets into the water, 50 or 60 of them. But many just floated away. Some would-be rescuers were injured on the rocks while trying to get the lifejackets to those in the water, and needed stitches later, he said.

　　Resident Michael Foster watched in horror as women and children screamed out for help in the churning seas below.

　　"They had lifejackets on them, but the water was just pushing them up ... and throwing them towards the rocks," Mr Foster said. "It was a pretty horrible situation."

　　Mr Foster, an electrician, saw around 50 people struggling against the 10ft waves when he first arrived at the cliff, but the currents soon began to sweep them away. He counted around 10 bodies that appeared to be dead.

