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AP® Testing Policy for Non-Affiliated Students’ in Mainland China

As an educational program that stands for academic rigor, achievement and excellence, the
College Board’s Advanced Placement Program® (AP®) will continue to require formal or
alternate AP studies prior to taking an AP Exam in China.

e Formal AP studies refer to AP courses that have been approved by the College Board
through the AP Course Audit process, formally offered in high schools that are officially
accredited by the educational authorities in their locales.

e Alternate AP studies are described in the table below, and represent other modes of
studying a university-level curriculum that can prepare students for the corresponding AP
Exam. Any of these alternate studies are acceptable to the College Board.

The following table specifies the categories of alternate AP studies in China that qualify non-
affiliated students to take AP Exams in China. Any prospective AP Exam taker who is also a non-
affiliated student should be able to provide the Supporting Documents as Proof of AP Study if

requested by the College Board.

Alternate Studies That Can
Prepare Students for AP Exams

Supporting Documents as Proof of AP Study

University of Cambridge course
work: International AS, A-Levels,
Pre-U, AICE, IGCSE O-Level ICE
studies

Official® school transcript showing completion of
corresponding Cambridge courses, or school letter as
evidence of course registration in ongoing corresponding
Cambridge courses.

International Baccalaureate (IB)
studies

Official school transcript showing completion of
corresponding IB courses, or school letter as evidence of
course registration in ongoing corresponding IB courses.

First year college/university
courses

Official college/university transcript showing completion of
corresponding courses, or letter as evidence of course
registration in ongoing corresponding college/university
courses.

China’s “Self-study-and-national-
test courses” (B H#&)

Official transcript showing completion of corresponding
courses, and/or sponsor letter as evidence of course
registration in ongoing corresponding courses.

Supervised/guided self-study

Official school letter or teacher letter certifying completion
and/or mastery of the quantity and quality of the
corresponding course work.

Note:

1. “Non-affiliated” students refer to self-study students and those who do not study AP in a
College Board-approved AP course in an accredited Chinese secondary school. Students
attending international schools in China are exempt.

2. “Official” is defined as issuing from any relevant authority or accreditation source. Official
documents including, but are not limited to, transcripts with a school seal, school letters on
school letterhead with principal signature and contact information, or teacher letters with
teacher signature and contact information.
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